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to have taken the form in which we now read it in

the eighth century B.C., would, even if the Assyrian

conquest had never taken place, have broken into

fragments the little kingdom of the descendants of

David.    From the time that the prophetic clement

;took the upper hand,  the kingdom of Juclah, on

^unfriendly terms with all its neighbours,  full of

'enduring hatred for Tyre, at enmity with Edorn,

"Moab and Animon, had no longer any possibility of

life in it.    I repeat, a nation which devotes itself to

social and religious problems, loses itself in politics.

The day when Israel became "a peculiar treasure"

'unto God, "a kingdom of priests, a holy nation,"1

it was decreed that it should never be a people like

'any other.    It is impossible to unite contradictory

'destinies: excellence is always atoned for by abase-

^ment.

The empire of the Aeheemenidse gave Israel a brief
repose. In this great feudal system, tolerant of all
provincial differences, and strongly analogous to the
'Khalifat of Bagdad and the Ottoman Empire, the
I-----------------------------------------------------------------.

1 Exod. xix. 5, 6.